
sartorius consulting 
 

May 2026  |  SNC-EN-002  |  casus editi  sartoriusconsulting.nl 

AN EMERGING SUPERPOWER - geo-political strategic analysis 
Why energy sovereignty seals EU's global power 
 
1. Bottom Line 
Driven by geopolitical coercion - war in Ukraine, an unpredictable US, fossil fuel 
blackmail - the EU is undergoing a fundamental metamorphosis. By integrating defense, 
circular production, and total energy independence, the EU is transforming into a self-
sufficient world power . The phasing out of fossil fuels is not a question of if, but of when. 
In the medium term, global power dynamics will tilt: the US and China will need the EU 
strategically and economically more than vice versa. 
 
2. Strategic Framework 
The EU is rapidly building sovereignty along three vital strategic pillars: 
§ Military Industrial Urgency: The war in Ukraine forces the EU to make the transition 

from a purely diplomatic bloc to a military power. Investments are no longer just made 
in defense budgets, but in a complete EU defense industry. 

§ Fossil Fuel Phase-out as a Security Strategy: The energy crisis has transformed 
renewable energy into a decisive security weapon. The EU eliminates its vulnerability 
to fossil blackmail through the massive deployment of renewable energy. For the 
necessary transition phase, redundancy is secured via strategic emergency supplies 
from the North Sea and Norway. This minimizes geopolitical risks. 

§ Industrial Renaissance: Focus has shifted from mere Research & Development to the 
actual repatriation of production and industry to European soil (reshoring). Through a 
mandatory, circular resource economy, the EU controls its own vital supply chains. 

 
3. Blind Spot 
Analysts often obsess over internal EU fragmentation and the high costs of the energy 
transition. The true blind spot is underestimating the asymmetric shift in power that 
occurs as soon as the EU becomes fossil-free. While China and the US continue to spend 
billions on the militarization and protection of global oil and gas routes, the EU withdraws 
entirely from this geopolitical vulnerability plane. Combine this with broad trade 
diplomacy (Mercosur, Indo-Pacific-Alliance), and the EU controls access to the most 
important green consumer markets in the world. 
 
4. Strategic Direction 
§ Lock in the North Sea Alliance: Institutionalize the energy ties with Norway and the 

North Sea littoral states. This network must function as the exclusive, geopolitically 
secure battery and backup of the EU during the final phase-out period. 

§ Leverage EU market: Use access to EU market and raw materials as geopolitical 
leverage. Force the US and China into concessions regarding technology and green 
raw materials in exchange for market access. 

§ Institutionalize Defense Integration: Prevent member states from continuing to protect 
their own domestic defense industries. The EU must seize control of joint 
procurement and standardization to provide a credible military counterweight. 

 


